
CAROLINE Z. BAZZINI, MAYOR
MAIN #: 626-0973 FAX: 626-7621

TRUSTEES

DANIEL H. SEROTA, DEPUTY MAYOR

EDWARD CHESNIK

MITCHELL D. RECHLER

SCOTT J. ROTH

WINSOME CITARELLA
CLERK & TREASURER

PH: 626-0973 FAX: 626-7621

TIMOTHY H. DOUGHERTY
SUPERINTENDENT OF

BUILDING DEPT. & ASSESSOR
PH: 626-0973 FAX: 626-7621

JOHN M. CHASE, ESQ.
VILLAGE ATTORNEY

PH: 671-5880 FAX: 671-0740

18 HORSE HILL ROAD BROOKVILLE, NEW YORK 11545
VILLAGEOFBROOKVILLE.COM

Dear Resident,

I am writing you today concerning an unfortunate situation that has developed in our Village. And it is why I seek your help
and assistance now.

Currently, the Old Westbury Water District (OWWD), in conjunction with the Village of Old Westbury (OW)) and the State
University at Old Westbury (SUNY OW), plans to build a $4 million, 165’ tall water tower on our Village border within the
SUNY Old Westbury Campus. (See enclosed Fact Sheet for details.)

This water tower has already been approved by Old Westbury and New York State as an alleged safety measure to serve
an expanding college campus and surrounding residents. They have located the proposed water tower where it will reduce
their costs and cause the least impact on the Village of OW and the SUNY Campus -- with no regard to its detrimental
effects on our Village and residents.

This structure, if completed, will be clearly visible in some parts of Brookville, especially at Broadhollow
and the southern end of the Village. And has the potential to permanently change the character of our
community as we know it.

It would be an understatement to say how shocked I was to find that our government was never informed in any way
about this project. We found out in late December, after one of our residents on Vista Lane heard the sound of trees being
cleared nearby, drove over to the SUNY campus and asked construction workers what they were doing.

In principle, we are not against building a water tower on the SUNY campus for safety reasons. But we are against build-
ing it on our borders and stringing it with cell antennas, just so that OWWD and OW can have the cheapest building costs
with the greatest source of revenue. SUNY has over 500 acres, with interior sites that would be far from anyone’s borders.
But these sites have been rejected by SUNY because the president, Dr. Calvin O. Butts, III, does not want it so close to the
mainstream of the campus. And OW has rejected these sites because they add significantly to the building costs.

I have had several meetings with the Old Westbury mayor to no avail. With the help of our Senator, Carl Marcellino,
construction has been temporarily halted. However, OW strongly maintains their intention to commence building in the
current location. So we are also exploring all available remedies and are prepared to commence legal action if necessary.

I don’t believe that will be enough. The elected and appointed officials of NYS and OW need to know that it’s not just a
few people that are affected and upset – but an entire community. They also need to know that one Village just can’t go
and make a unilateral decision that dramatically affects another Village without doing what’s right for both. And that’s why
I need your help today.

The voice of each and every one of our resident needs to be heard by writing, emailing, meeting and calling our elected
and appointed officials, especially including Dr. Butts, letting them know we are all firmly and adamantly against the
construction of this tower at or near its present location and that we are prepared to do whatever is necessary to stop it.
(See Fact Sheet for Names and Addresses or visit our website.)

Brookville belongs to all of us. Help us to stop Old Westbury from taking what belongs to us. Please take action now.

Thank you,

Caroline Z. Bazzini
Mayor

P.S. Should you have any questions, please email me at:mayor@villageofbrookville



DATE:

TO: Calvin O. Butts, III - President
SUNY Old Westbury Campus

Fred J. Carillo, Mayor
Village of Old Westbury

Carl L. Marcellino, Senator
New York State

FR: ______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

RE: Proposed Water Tower at SUNY Old Westbury Campus

I am writing you today to ask that you stop the construction of a monstrous 165’ high, 75’ wide, 750,000 gallon
water tower complete with cellular antennas hanging from the top (currently scheduled to be built only 325’ from
Brookville’s border on the very outer perimeter of the SUNY Old Westbury Campus) and relocate it somewhere
far away from anyone’s border and deep within the 500-acre Campus.

Actual balloon tests have proven that if built, this structure will loom over residents of Brookville, especially at
Broadhollow and the southern end of the Village. As a result, it will permanently change the character of our
community as we know it.

It is clear that this water tower was located where it would be the cheapest to build and have the least impact on the
Village of Old Westbury and the SUNY OW campus – with complete disregard for its deleterious effect on the resi-
dents of our Village. This explains why Brookville was never notified and completely ignored through out the approval
process.

The SUNY Old Westbury Campus has several sites that would be appropriate for a structure of this magnitude.
But these sites have been rejected by SUNY because its president, Dr. Calvin O. Butts, III, does not want it so close
to the mainstream of the campus. And the Village of Old Westbury has rejected these sites because they add
significantly to the building costs.

We are prepared to do what is necessary to stop the water tower from being built at its current location. However, I
would hope that you will reconsider this ill-conceived project and relocate the tower to the center of the campus be-
fore this kind of action is necessary. Please may I have your help in doing just that?

Thank you.

Sincerely,



What is the SUNY OW Water Tower and what is its purpose?
It is a new Water Tower, planned to be built on the SUNY OW campus, near our Village borders, for the purpose of providing
emergency water to the campus and surrounding area in Old Westbury.

What is the size, height and capacity of the Water Tower?
The Tower will be approximately 165 feet above ground level. The actual height of the Tower will be dictated by an overflow
elevation of 465 feet above mean sea level. The tank height will be approximately five feet above that height for the roof
dome. The Tower will have a capacity of 750,000 gallons with a 75 feet diameter bowl with 40 feet of head range.

Will SUNY OW receive any compensation from OW?
Yes. OW has agreed to make annual $20,000.00 payments to SUNY OW to lease the land.

Will there be the installation and use of cellular antennas on the Tower?
YES. The Village of Old Westbury and SUNY OW have agreed that cellular antennas will be installed on the Tower for use by
Wireless Communications companies. Cellular antenna revenues will be divided equally between OW and SUNY OW.

Was any taxpayer money was granted to this project?
Yes. NYS provided some amount of funds to help get this project underway. However, at this writing, we do not know the
exact amount.

What is the specific location of Water Tower?
Currently, work has been halted on the Tower. But when work commences, the Tower is to be built on a .75 acre site located
325 feet from the Village’s border directly opposite the Vista Lane Cul-de-Sac in Broadhollow.

Will it be visible to the residents of Brookville?
Yes. At the request of Brookville, two balloon tests were performed in which 20’ wide balloons were floated to 165’´ (height of
the Tower) to determine the visibility of the Tower. Based on these tests, it is clear that the Water Tower will be visible and an
eyesore to a number of residents in Brookville.

Did Old Westbury notify Brookville about the Water Tower?
No. We received no notification whatsoever.

Why wasn’t the Village of Brookville notified?
It is OW’s position that there was no legal obligation to notify the Village of Brookville. The parties interested in constructing
the Tower and conducting or participating in the environmental review all had an interest in locating the Tower at the proposed
site and no interest on its effect on the Village of Brookville.

How was the Water Tower approved?
On July 2, 2010 SUNY at OW and NYS granted permission to OW to construct the Tower on the SUNY campus pursuant to a
Revocable Permit and Agreement which was accepted by OW. By resolution dated September 20, 2010 OW adopted a reso-
lution pursuant to NYS law determining that the Tower would not have any significant adverse environmental impacts.

What actions have been taken by the Village of Brookville to relocate the Tower?
The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Village Attorney and Building inspector have met on two occasions with the Mayor of Old Westbury
and other OW representatives seeking a relocation of the Tower. Two balloon tests were performed to determine the visibility
and impact of the proposed Tower. We have reached out to Senator Marcellino who has intervened to try and resolve the
matter. The Village Board of Trustees has also authorized the commencement of a lawsuit to stop the Tower if necessary.
We have attempted on several occasions to contact Dr. Calvin O. Butts III, President of SUNY OW, without success.

Why was the building of the Tower halted?
During the floating of the balloon, Senator Marcellino, who came to the site, noticed that the foundation of the Tower was not
at the site he had previously approved but instead, was now located within a non-buildable easement which surrounds the
campus. What makes matters worse, is that an acre of a natural, heavily-treed buffer was destroyed in the process.

IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT THE SUNY OLD WESTBURY WATER TOWER
APRIL 4, 2012



Can the Water Tower be relocated?
Yes, we believe it can be and should be relocated. But to relocate it wold require the approvals of OW and SUNY OW.
OW will not relocate the Tower due to the substantial increase in costs. We are told by OW that SUNY OW does not
want it moved deeper into their campus because of the increased visibility to students and staff. Unfortunately, SUNY
OW has not responded to the Village of Brookville.

Will there be any signage on the Tower?
There will be no signage on the Tower without the approval of OW and SUNY OW.

What can the residents of the Village do to help stop or relocate the Tower?
We need each and every resident of the Village to petition, call, email, write and demand to meet with the officials
responsible for approving the installation of this Water Tower – especially Dr. Butts – to let them know that the
Village of Brookville and its residents will not put up with the location of a monstrous Water Tower in our backyards.
We must be relentless and we must not allow them to ignore our message.

DATE, FILL IN YOUR NAME & ADDRESS, COPY, SIGN AND RETURN THE ENCLOSED PROTOTYPE LETTER TO
EVERYONE NAMED ON THIS LIST. OR DRAFT AND SEND YOUR OWN LETTERS AND EMAIL IF YOU PREFER.
THE IMPORTANT THING IS TO DO SOMETHING NOW – BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE.

Who should I contact?

Dr. Calvin O. Butts, III
President’s Office of SUNY Old Westbury
PO Box 210
Old Westbury, NY 11568
516-876-3160
buttsc@oldwestbury.edu

Mayor Fred J. Carillo
Village of Old Westbury
1 Store Hill Road
Old Westbury, NY 11568
516-626-0800
carcocorp@aol.com

Senator Carl L. Marcellino
250 Townsend Square
Oyster Bay, NY 11771
516-922-1811
marcelli@senate.state.ny.us


